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Summary (Current as of 11:00 BST)
On the evening of Friday 30 September, a statement signed by army captain Ibrahim Traoré and read out on
national TV announced the ouster of military leader Lt Col Paul-Henri Damiba. Burkina Faso has now effectively
suffered two coup d’états in less than a year. Before dawn on Friday 30 September, shots and explosions were
heard in the capital Ouagadougou, with some coming from near the presidential palace and the main military
barracks, Baba Sy. After sunrise, the city streets were largely deserted, with soldiers blocking some roads and
guarding key strategic points. State television stopped broadcasting and gunfire was again heard during the
afternoon hours on Friday. As concerns about a possible coup grew, Lt Col Damiba said that there was a “confused
situation” created by “mood swings” amongst some soldiers. While he urged people to remain calm, he also stated
that “negotiations were under way to bring back calm and serenity.”

Events over the past 24 hrs
Shortly before 20:00 local time on Friday evening, Traoré’s statement announced Lt Col Damiba ouster, citing his
inability to deal with the ongoing Islamist insurgency as the reason for his removal. He disclosed that “faced with the
deteriorating situation, we tried several times to get Damiba to refocus the transition on the security question,”
adding that “Damiba’s actions gradually convinced us that his ambitions were diverting away from what we set out
to do. We decided this day to remove Damiba.” The statement further indicated that Damiba had rejected proposals
by the officers to reorganize the army and instead continued with the military structure that had led to the fall of
the previous regime. Back in January, Lt Col Damiba’s junta overthrew the elected government, citing at the time a
failure to halt Islamist attacks. His administration however has been unable to quell the ongoing violence. In recent
weeks, citizens, increasingly growing frustrated with the ongoing insecurity, protested in different parts of the
country. On 29 September protesters took to the streets of Bobo Dioulasso, calling for Damiba’s administration to
resign. On Friday afternoon, protesters took to the streets of Ouagadougou, calling for the removal of Lt Col Damiba.
There has been quick reaction from both regional and international partners. The United States has called for “…a
return to calm and restraint by all actors,” with the State Department saying that it was “deeply concerned” by
events in the country, as it encouraged its citizens to limit their movements in Burkina Faso. Meanwhile the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has condemned the move, stating that it “reaffirms its unreserved
opposition to any taking or maintaining of the power by unconstitutional means.”

Traoré and new junta
The junta now in power in Burkina Faso is led by Captain Ibrahim Traoré, a 30-year-old officer who is minimally
known to the population. He is now the president of the Mouvement patriotique pour la sauvegarde et la
restauration (MPSR) – the name of the new junta. A Burkinabé security source has reported that the skirmishes that
erupted in Ouagadougou on Friday morning were between the Groupement de sécurité et de protection
républicaine (GSPR), the loyal presidential guard, and several rebel continents including the Cobra Unit which is an
elite regiment. The latter had already been involved in the 24 January 2022 coup d’état. There are also unconfirmed
reports that Lieutenant-Colonel Emmanuel Zoungrana may have somehow been involved in this latest putsch. Back
in January, he was arrested just days before the coup for a “project to destabilize institutions.” He remained in
prison, with a source reporting that Damiba saw him as a rival. It remains unclear if he was in prison on Friday.
However, Colonel Zoungrana has gained popularity amongst Burkinabé troops and with a part of the population. On
Friday afternoon, a few hundred people gathered at Place de la Nation in Ouagadougou, where they demanded his
release as well as the departure of Damiba. Some were also hostile to France and its government. A similar protest
in Bobo Dioulasso on Thursday also saw demonstrators be hostile towards France. A Burkinabé source has reported
to French journal Le Figaro that “these movements are not spontaneous,” further claiming that “…we can only see
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a Russian hand in it.” Colonel Zoungrana is known to be close with former Minister of Defence Chérif Sy, whose
ideology is similar to that of the military junta currently in power in neighboring Mali.

Security Advisory
A 21:00 to 05:00 curfew has been announced. The country’s borders have been closed indefinitely, the Constitution
and all political activities have been suspended. Internet and telecommunications are functioning at this time. There
has been no official word from the government of Lt Col Damiba and his current whereabouts remain unknown.
According to Captain Traoré, national stakeholders will soon be invited to adopt a new transitional charger and
designate a new civilian or military president.

Terrorism
While attention is on the military tensions and internal turmoil of a fresh coup d’état, it should not be forgotten that
Burkina Faso has a terrorist insurgency underway. This is underscored by the ambush on 28 September which saw
a large number of people killed in a convoy of supplies approximately 20 km from Djibo. Given the fluid security
situation and political confusion, terrorist attacks will likely have little government security force opposition or
response, especially in rural areas. Therefore, all people should adopt a high alert posture and restrict activities that
may otherwise present as targets for ambush, kidnap, murder and similar wherever possible, and not lose sight of
the ongoing militant risks.

Advisory
The situation in Burkina Faso is likely to remain fluid in the coming days and tensions are likely to remain heightened.
Clashes could erupt in the coming days and business and transportation disruptions are likely, particularly in
Ouagadougou. Anyone currently in the capital Ouagadougou is advised to remain extra vigilant, to remain indoors
where possible and to follow the advice of the local authorities. Monitor local media to remain abreast of the
ongoing situation. Avoid the vicinity of Camp Baba Sy, as well as governmental buildings. In the event that violence
does break out, leave the area immediately, if it is safe to do so, and take shelter in a secure, non-governmental
building. Abide by all official directives.
MS RISK is closely monitoring the developing situation in Burkina Faso and will issue further advisories as more
information becomes available.

Security Advisory – Burkina Faso (1 October 2022)
•••

About MS Risk
MS Risk is a privately-owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is underwritten by a syndicate of Lloyd’s of
London for special risks case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts as retained advisors to syndicates in the
Lloyd’s of London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal detention, illegal war
tax, malicious product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk.
MS Risk is always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines on the use of private security services including,
but not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48 (2007), ASX 8 Corporate Governance
Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles on the Use of Government and Private Security Forces. MS
Risk is a signatory of the Swiss government’s International Code of Conduct. It is transparent and compliant to market
expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services.
MS Risk has a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service, and a pool of trained and experienced consultants
to support client needs.
MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services:

SECURITY CONSULTING
• Risk assessments and intelligence reporting
• Planning and management
• Due diligence and investigations

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
• Interim security
• Training
• Special assignments

CRISIS RESPONSE
• Crisis management
• Business continuity management
• Hostile operations support to commercial interests

VIRTUAL SECURITY DIRECTOR SERVICE
• For clients lacking a full-time security executive

References are always available.
More information is found at www.msrisk.com

24 hr Contact Information:
Email: operations@msrisk.com

