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Security Advisory:  Nigeria 

 

Local and military sources reported on Wednesday 19 August that jihadist militants linked to the 

Islamic State (IS) group have taken hundreds of hostages in a town in north-eastern Nigeria. Late on 

Tuesday, militants from the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP), which is an offshoot of Boko 

Haram, overran the town of Kukawa in the Lake Chad region, seizing people who had just returned to 

their homes after spending nearly two years in displacement camps.  

According to Babakura Kolo, head of a local militia, “the terrorists attacked the town in 22 trucks 

around 4:00 pm (1600 GMT) yesterday and engaged soldiers guarding the town in a fierce battle.” 

Residents of Kukawa, escorted by the military, had returned to the town on 2 August on orders of the 

Borno state authorities. They had been living in camps in the regional capital Maiduguri where they 

fled following an attack in November 2018. A local chief, who accompanied the residents to the town, 

disclosed that the people had returned with the hope of “cultivating their farmlands.”  

Tuesday’s attack in Kukawa is likely to undermine the credibility of the Nigerian government’s claims 

that they are winning the battle against terrorist groups in the region and it is likely to further create 

a major setback in the government’s efforts to resettle refugees and internally displaced persons 

(IDPs). There have been growing concerns that communities within the state of Borno don’t have 
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adequate protection to ensure locals’ security and the safe return of refugees. Tuesday’s incident 

highlights these concerns.  

Since 2009, Boko Haram has been carrying out attacks in Nigeria and neighbouring countries in the 

Lake Chad region, and while numerous counter-attacks by a joint multinational forces have been 

carried out across borders, the group shows no apparent signs of slowing down. Over the last decade, 

Boko Haram has been responsible for the deaths of tens of thousands of people and the abduction of 

thousands of others, including the 2014 kidnapping of schoolgirls from Chibok, which shocked the 

international community. In 2015, Boko Haram split, giving way to the formation of ISWAP, which has 

pledged allegiance to IS. Since its formation, ISWAP has carried out violent attacks, targeting 

government forces and local communities. Nigeria’s decade-long jihadist conflict has also forced 

around 2 million people out of their homes, most of them from the northern part of Borno state. Many 

have lived in displacement camps in Maiduguri, the state capital. However, in the last two years local 

authorities have increasingly been encouraging the displaced to return home, despite concerns  voiced 

by international charities who warn that this is not safe. Since 2018, residents have been returned to 

five major towns, where they are confined under military protection, with trenches dug around the 

towns in a bid to fend off jihadist raids. However despite the fortifications, the insurgents have 

continued to launch deadly attacks, while residents who venture out to work on their farms or collect 

firewood have been killed or abducted.  

MS RISK ADVISORY: The security environment in Borno state remains complex and the security 

situation could deteriorate quickly. Security operations, including airstrikes, are likely to occur in the 

Kukawa district and in other areas around Lake Chad in the coming days and weeks. Those in Borno 

state are advised to monitor developments, remain vigilant for militant activity, and adhere to all 

instructions issued by the local authorities and their home governments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

             20 August 2020  Security Advisory – Kukawa, Nigeria 

24 Hour Global Contact: +44 207 754 3555 
www.msrisk.com 

 

ABOUT MS RISK 

MS Risk is a privately-owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is underwritten by a syndicate of Lloyd’s 

of London for special risks case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts as retained advisors to syndicates in 

the Lloyd’s of London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal detention, 

illegal war tax, malicious product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk. 

MS Risk is always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines on the use of private security services 

including, but not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48 (2007), ASX 8 

Corporate Governance Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles on the Use of Government and 

Private Security Forces. MS Risk is a signatory of the Swiss government’s International Code of Conduct. It is 

transparent and compliant to market expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services. 

MS Risk has a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced 

consultants to support client needs. 

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services: 

SECURITY CONSULTING 

• Risk assessments and intelligence reporting 

• Planning and management 

• Due diligence and investigations 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

• Interim security 

• Training 

• Special assignments 

CRISIS RESPONSE 

• Crisis management 

• Business continuity management 

• Hostile operations support to commercial 

interests 

VIRTUAL SECURITY DIRECTOR SERVICE 

• For clients lacking a full-time security 

executive 

 

References are always available. 

More information is found at www.msrisk.com 

24 HR CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Email: operations@msrisk.com 
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ABOUT D-RISK LIVE SECURITY ALERTS 

 

The D-Risk Live Security Alert is an African-focused security intelligence service that provides live alerts to your 

smartphone and computer as they occur.  

Alerts are accurately located on an interactive map and are classified as either Terrorist Attacks, Civil Unrest, 

Kidnappings or Violent Crime. 

 

Intelligence data comes from D-Risk extensive partners including high-level intelligence combined with on the 

ground information.  This database is the most expansive and detailed network available in West Africa and is 

expanding across Africa daily. 

D-risk enables companies and travellers to accurately assess the risks and dangers associated with their 

businesses, investments and travel plans.   

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

For more information about D-Risk as well as monthly subscription packages  

Contact:  sales@d-riskalert.com    Website:   https://www.d-riskalert.com  

  

mailto:sales@d-riskalert.com
https://www.d-riskalert.com/
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