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Report on Somalia ~ SUMMARY
February 4 - 10, 2013 (Week 6)

Follow us on Twitter @ MS Risk_Security for regular updates
on topical security events and issues.

At Sea:

• During this  reporting  period,  there were no reports of piracy-related  incidents occurring in 

the High Risk Area (HRA).

Piracy Related News:

• 4 February 2013 - A court in Yemen has sentenced sixteen Somalis  to ten years  in jail and 

another to five years in prison for acts of piracy that were committed in the Gulf of Aden.

Weather Analysis:

• The weather forecast throughout the  following week will remain to be relatively good for pirate activities to occur.   Throughout the 

week, small skiffs  and boats will be able  to move relatively freely in the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of Oman.   Conditions off the 

coast of Somalia will worsen towards the end of the week.  

On Land:

• 7 February 2013 - A contingent of Ethiopian troops  were ambushed by al-Shabaab fighters as they made their way from El 
Barde in Bakool region in south central Somalia. 

• Meanwhile AMISOM  forces  have killed five  al-Shabaab militants in an encounter along the  main supply route that is  located 

between Mudale and Busaar in Somalia.

• 4 February 2013 - Somalia’s  al-Shabaab have returned to Twitter with a new account, less than two weeks  after their old 
account was  suspended after the group posted photographs  of a  French commando that they had killed and threatening to 
execute Kenyan hostages.

Domestic News:

• 7 February 2013 - A new report by the UN Secretary General on Somalia, which focuses on the country’s successful transition 
to the most representative government in more  than two decades, has been accepted by Somali Prime Minister Abdi Farah 
Shirdon. 

• 6 February 2013 - The President of Somaliland has  been invited to London, England for talks  with members  of the  UK 
Government. 

• 4 February 2013 - Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud held talks with British Prime Minister David Cameron in London 
on Monday.  

• After years of being trained in Uganda, Somali will soon begin training its military recruits on its own territory.
 

International Developments:

• 7 February 2013 - The UK has  announced that it will be deploying British troops to Somalia,  a  move which will expand the 
country’s military commitment across Africa.   

• 6 February 2013 - After recognizing the  Somali government,  reports  are now indicating that  the United States  is  urging fellow 
UN Security Council members  to agree to lift  the arms embargo on Somalia, which has been in place for the past twenty-one 
years. 

• 4 February 2013 - One  solider has been killed and three people have been left injured in a grenade  attack that occurred late on 
Sunday in Kenya. 

• Meanwhile officials  in the United Kingdom  have announced that Somalia will receive almost £3  million in new aid from the 

UK. 

• Kenyan forces who are operating within  the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) have  intensified their aerial strikes  in 

southern Somalia, vowing to prevent al-Shabaab militants from regrouping in the Gedo region. 
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Key Statistics

• Hijacks: 0

• Attacks: 0

• Sightings: 0

• Releases: 0



Report on Somalia 
February 4 - 10, 2013 (Week 6)

At Sea:

• During this reporting period, there were no reports of piracy-related incidents 

occurring in the High Risk Area (HRA).  Nevertheless, merchant vessels 

transiting the region are reminded to remain vigilant and to ensure that self 

protection measures are in place at Pirate Attack Groups (PAG’s) may be 

operating in the area.  Although sea states in some of the areas of the HRA 

have worsened due to the northeast monsoon season, small boats are still 

able to operate and therefore continue to pose a threat.           

Piracy Related News:

• 4 February 2013 - A court in Yemen has sentenced sixteen Somalis  to ten years  in jail and another to five 

years in prison for acts of piracy that were committed in the Gulf of Aden.  The Court in the southeastern 

coastal city of Mukalla convicted the group of men of hijacking a Yemeni fishing boat along with its  crew.  They 

were arrested by the Yemeni Navy in 2011.  

Weather Analysis:

• Gulf of Aden - East-northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots  and seas  of 4 - 6 feet in the western portion of the 
Gulf;  with east-northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet in the eastern portion of the Gulf.  

• Extended Forecast - East-northeast winds  of 5 - 10 knots  and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the western portion 

of the Gulf; with east-northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas  of 2 - 4 feet in the eastern portion of the 

Gulf.  

• Somali Coast - Northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet. 

• Extended Forecast -  Northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

• Arabian Sea - Northerly winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet. 

• Extended Forecast - Northerly winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

• Central African Coast/Indian Ocean - North-northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet. 

• Extended Forecast - Northeast winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

• Mozambique Channel - Southerly winds  of 10 - 15 knots  and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the northern Channel; 

with south-southeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet in the southern Channel. 

• Extended Forecast - Southerly winds of 10 - 15 knots  and seas of 2 - 5 feet in the northern Channel; 

with south-southwest winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 3 - 5 feet in the southern Channel.  

• Surface Currents - The northern Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden, and the Mozambique Channel currents  are 

variable with most areas  having average speeds of 2 - 3  knots.  Current speeds along the Somali Basin 

average between 1 - 2 knots.  
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Sea Conditions For This Week:

*** In this graphic, the green shading represents  a 

reduced likelihood of small boats and skiffs  operating in 

the area due to harsh sea conditions, while the red 

indicates a higher likelihood of favorable sea conditions 

for skiffs and smaller boats ***
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On Land:

• 7 February 2013 - A contingent of Ethiopian troops  were ambushed by al-Shabaab fighters  as  they were 
traveling from El Barde in Bakool region, which is  located in south-central Somalia.  According to reports from 
Bakool, at the time of the attack the Ethiopian troops were heading back from surveying the town of El Barde, 
which is  located in the Bay and Bakool region.  They were ambushed near Yed, a village that lies  in the middle 
of El Barde and Hudur, where Ethiopian troops  are stationed.  According to local sources, both sides suffered 
casualties  and the fighting lasted for several hours.  The Bay and Bakool regions  in south central Somalia 
were one of the first regions  that al-Shabaab suffered defeats.  The city of Baidoa, which is  the capital of Bay 
region, was  captured from the militant group in February of last year.  With the one year anniversary of the 
capture of Baidoa from al-Shabaab occurring this month, it is  highly likely that al-Shabaab militants  may stage 
hit and run attacks  in the region in an attempt to either regain access to the city or to demonstrate their 
continued threat.  Targets  will likely include security postings, military bases  in the Bay and Bakool region as 
well as AMISOM troops.  

• Meanwhile AMISOM forces have killed five al-Shabaab militants  in an encounter along the main supply 

route that is located between Mudale and Busaar in Somalia.  Reports have indicated that several other 

militants escaped with injuries  and that they are suspected of seeking medical treatment in Baradhere and 

the surrounding areas.  Once the fighting ended, AMISOM forces were able to recover a number of 

weapons, including 4 AK-47 rifles, 3  hand grenades  and 1 rocket propelled grenade as well as a variety of 

communications equipment.  

• 4 February 2013 - Somalia’s  al-Shabaab have returned to Twitter with a new account, less than two weeks 
after their old account was suspended after the group posted photographs  of a French commando that they 
had killed and began threatening to execute Kenyan hostages.  Officials from al-Shabaab confirmed on 
Monday that the account is genuine, stating that “for what it is worth, shooting the messenger and 
suppressing the truth by silencing your opponents  isn’t quite the way to win the war of ideas.”  In response, 
Twitter has warned that al-Shabaab’s  account can be suspended again if the group violates  its  rules, which 
include the publishing of “direct, specific threats  of violence against others.”  They can also be blocked if they 
use Twitter “for any unlawful purposes or in furtherance of illegal activities.”  Al-Shabaab used its  old account, 
which had more than 20,000 followers, for a series of exchanges  with Kenya’s army spokesman.  It would 
also use it as  a mechanism in order to taunt the Kenyans after they invaded southern Somalia  in order to 
attack them.      

Domestic News:

• 7 February 2013 - A new report by the UN Secretary General on Somalia, which focuses on the country’s 
successful transition to the most representative government in more than two decades, has  been accepted 
by Somali Prime Minister Abdi Farah Shirdon.  The report, which was  released on 6 February of this  year, 
praised “the most transparent and representative” election in twenty years, the first held in Somalia during that 
period.  The report further acknowledged the successful end of the country’s  eight-year political transition and 
noted the “confidence and optimism” expressed by Somali commentators in the new authorities.  Although 
the report acknowledged that there continue to be many more challenges  ahead, it recognized that the new 
government’s term (2012 - 2016) was  “the best chance in a generation for sustainable peace and 
development.”    

• 6 February 2013 - The President of Somaliland has  been invited to London, England for talks.  Although no 
agenda has  been made public, Somaliland’s  President is  expected to hold a meeting with the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs  William Hague.  They are expected to discuss resuming a 
dialogue between Somaliland and Somalia as well as Somaliland’s participation in the May conference on 
Somalia which will be co-hosted by UK Prime Minister David Cameron and Somali President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud.  It is highly likely that the Somaliland President will also raise concerns  pertaining to the recent UK 
security alert on Somaliland.  The President will be accompanied by First Lady Amina Weris  and Foreign 
Minister Dr. Mohamed A. Omar along with other officials.    

• 4 February 2013 - Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud held talks with British Prime Minister David 
Cameron in London on Monday.  During their official meeting, the two heads  of state discussed a range of 
issues  which included the current situation in Somalia as  well as  the British Conference on Somalia which will 
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be co-hosted by the Prime Minister and the President in May of this  year.  The meeting comes  on the same 
day that the UK announced a promise to contribute £3m in new aid to Somalia which is  intended to support 
Somalia’s  new government and federal parliament as  well as  to help provide food for up to 60,000 
malnourished children and mothers  (See Below).  This  new contribution is in addition to the £63m in aid which 
Britain has already pledged to Somalia.    

• After years  of being trained in Uganda, Somalia will soon begin training its  military recruits  on its  own 

territory.  The European Union’s head of delegation in Uganda, Robert Ridolfi has confirmed that the 

decision will take effect immediately.  Mr. Ridolfi stated that “the mission will progressively move to 

Mogadishu to have a greater impact on the security sector.  The mission will also advise Somali 

authorities within the ministry of defence and contribute to capacity and institutional building.”  At least 

3,000 Somali recruits  have been trained in Uganda since the exercise began in 2010.  The most recent 

recruits, a group of 551 men, have already undergone an intensive training conducted by both the 

Uganda People’s Defence Force and the European Union Training Mission (EUTM).  They are expected to 

constitute part of the Somali national army which is deployed to fight al-Shabaab militant.  Alongside 

Somalia’s army, troops from Kenya, Uganda, Burundi and Ethiopia are also fighting al-Shabaab militants.     
 

International Developments:

• 7 February 2013 - The UK has  announced that it will be deploying British troops to Somalia, a  move which 
will expand the country’s military commitment across  Africa.  British soldiers  are expected to be sent to 
Mogadishu in order to provide security for a new embassy.  The opening of a new front in Britain’s  military 
commitment to Africa is the latest stage in Prime Minister David Cameron’s  commitment to providing advice 
and training to African Union forces  in taking on al-Qaeda-linked insurgents.  The UK’s  Ministers have already 
published an International Defence Engagement Strategy that sets  out the defence activity, which will stop 
short of combat operations.  The document stipulates that the UK’s efforts  will be focussed on “those 
countries which are most important to our national interests.”     

• 6 February 2013 - After recognizing the Somali government, reports  are now indicating that the United 
States  is urging fellow UN Security Council members  to agree to lift the arms  embargo on Somalia, which has 
been in place for the past twenty-one years.  The US push comes  just one week after UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon stated that the 15-nation council should consider lifting the arms embargo in order to help 
rebuild Somalia’s  security forces and to consolidate military gains  against al-Shabaab militants.  The Security 
Council imposed the embargo in 1992 in order to cut the flow of arms  to feuding warlords  who a year earlier 
ousted dictator Mohamed Siad Barre, which effectively plunged Somalia  into a  civil war.  Although it is 
currently unclear what this “political lift” of the embargo will entail, many diplomats  believe that it may involve 
the easing of arms  import restrictions  on Somalia while ensuring that a strict monitoring mechanism remains  in 
place.  However while this  idea has  the support of the United States and of many African countries, diplomats 
have confirmed that both Britain and France have been reluctant in supporting the end of the arms embargo.  
Furthermore, the Somalia and Eritrea  Monitoring Group, which monitors  compliance with the sanctions 
regime, has also opposed the idea of lifting it.  Those who have opposed removing the arms embargo indicate 
that Somalia’s  security sector still includes  elements  close to warlords  and militants, an allegation that the 
Somali government has rejected.  The UN Security Council is  also considering a call to permit the export of 
stocks  of charcoal from Somalia.  In February 2012, the UN Council banned the abroad sale of Somali 
charcoal in an attempt to cut off al-Shabaab’s  funding.  Diplomats have insisted that while their may be an 
arms  embargo lift, the charcoal export ban will likely remain in place.  In 2011, the Security Council’s 
Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea, an independent panel that reports on compliance with UN 
Sanction, stated that charcoal exports  from southern Somalia had generated over US $25 million for al-
Shabaab.      

• 4 February 2013 - One solider has  been killed and three people have been left injured in a grenade attack 
that occurred late on Sunday in Kenya.  Police have confirmed that the attack, which occurred in the 
northeastern town of Wajir, was caused by a suspected suicide bomber who died when his  explosives blew 
up before he reached the apparent target.  Two police officers  and and one civilian were injured in the blast 
after attackers threw a grenade at the soldier.  Attacks, such as  these, have been increasing throughout 
Kenya ever since the country sent its soldiers into Somalia  in order to fight al-Shabaab’s  militants.  For the 
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most part, the violence has  been blamed on the insurgents  or their Kenyan supporters, who have vowed 
revenge.  

• Meanwhile officials  in the United Kingdom have announced that Somalia will receive almost £3  million in 

new aid from the UK.  The announcement comes at a time when Somalia’s  president is  in London.  

According to officials, some £1.47m will go towards  supporting Somalia’s  newly formed government and 

federal parliament.  The remaining £1.5m will help provide food for up to 60,000 malnourished children 

and mothers.  In total, the UK has  pledged £63m in aid and other projects that will help Somalia  emerge 

out of the decades of civil war.  Amongst the aid is  money which will go towards accessing jobs, schools 

and health clinics.  As  part of a  joint programme with Norway, Somali parliamentarians are also set to visit 

London in the coming months  in order to gain advice and training from parliamentary and constitutional 

experts.  The aims of the programme are to help young Somali graduates  take part in internships in the 

new House of People in Mogadishu, with the aim of training a  new generation of public servants  that will 

help to establish peace and democracy in Somalia.   Prime Minister David Cameron and President 

Hassan Sheikh Mohamud are expected to co-host an international conference on Somalia which will take 

place in the UK on 7 May 2013.   

• Kenyan forces who are operating within the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) have intensified 

their aerial strikes  in southern Somalia, vowing to prevent al-Shabaab militants  from regrouping in the 

Gedo region.  According to Kenyan Defence Forces (KDF) Spokesman, Col. Cyrus Oguna, the latest 

airstrikes in the town of Garbaharey, which is  located in Gedo region, targeted an la-Shabaab commander 

who is believed to be behind a  series of bomb attacks  against civilian targets.  According to the KDF, al-

Shabaab’s Buurdub Region Commander Sheikh Nuur Dhere, who is  believed to have organized a series 

of  IED attacks  throughout the region, was killed in the aerial strikes.  However the Kenyan forces  will 

remain in the region in order to continue with their efforts  to pursue al-Shabaab militants and to disrupt 

any attempts made by the group.  
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About MS Risk

MS Risk is  a privately owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is  underwritten by syndicate 2525 of 
Lloyd’s  of London for special risks  case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts  as  retained advisors  to 
syndicates  in the Lloyd’s  of London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal 
detention, illegal war tax, malicious product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk.

MS Risk is  always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines  on the use of private security services 
including, but not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-‐48 (2007), ASX 8 
Corporate Governance Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles  on the Use of Government and 
Private Security Forces. MS Risk is  a signatory of the Swiss  government’s International Code of Conduct. It is 
transparent and compliant to market expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services.

MS Risk has  a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced 
consultants to support client needs.

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services:

• Security Consulting

- Risk assessments and intelligence reporting

- Planning and management

- Due diligence and investigations.  

• Project Management

- Interim security

- Training

- Special assignments

• Crisis Response

- Crisis management

- Business continuity management

- Hostile operations support to commercial interests 

• Virtual Security Director service for clients lacking a full time security executive.  

References are always available.
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